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DECISION ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA
Doc. Assembly/AU/4(XXXII)

The Assembly,

1. TAKES NOTE WITH APPRECIATION of the Report of H.E. Mr. Issoufou
Mahamadou, President of the Republic of Niger, the Leader of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), and the recommendations therein on the
progress achieved on th_g establishment o'f'the.AIC_:FTA;

- -
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5. ENDOF rade, that a
transitiona which require this
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for tariffs applicable to sensitive products to be maintained, provided that tariffs
are eliminated by the end of the phase-down period outlined under the adopted
modalities (10 years for developing countries and 13 for the least developed
countries);

6. ADOPTS the Guidelines for Development of Schedules of Specific Commitments
and Regulatory Cooperation Framework for Trade in Services and the new

32" Ordinary Session of the Assembly, 10- 11 February 2019, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia



Assembly/AU/Dec.714(XXXII)
Page 2

Roadmap for finalization of AfCFTA Negotiations with a new deadline of June
2020;

7. RECALLS Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.692(XXXI), adopted at the 315t Ordinary
Session, held in  Nouakchott, Mauritania, in July 2018, to engage external
partners as one block speaking with one voice, and DECIDES that Member
States wishing to enter into partnerships with Third Parties should inform the
Assembly with assurance that those efforts will not undermine the African Union
Vision of creating one African Market,
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12. FURTHER WELCON the deposit of instruments of ratification of the AfCFTA
and its Protocols by fifteen (15) countries, namely Chad, Céte d’lvoire, Congo,
Djibouti, Eswatini, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Namibia, Niger,
Rwanda, South Africa, Uganda, and EQUALLY URGES other countries to ratify
it, as soon as possible, before the first anniversary;

13. REQUESTS the African Union Ministers of Trade to:
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i)  submit the Schedules of Tariff Concessions and Schedules of Specific
Commitments on Trade in Services, in line with agreed modalities, to the
12t Extraordinary Session of the Assembly in July 2019 and the 33"
Ordinary Session of the Assembly in February 2020, respectively, for
adoption; and

i)  conclude the negotiations on the Protocols on Investment, Competition
Policy and Intellectual Property Rights, Trade in Services on the other
seven (7) sectors beynnd'rl‘l_ 1—e'(5‘)'p-rlor|1 service sectors, and submit the

y £SSio the Assembly for adoptlon

President of
TA%te thel2th
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