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What is the African Continental FTA?

• An ambitious continental project for trade liberalization
• Member-driven framework with incremental implementation
• Response to specific challenges; recognition of global trade partnerships
• Does not create supra-national institutions

• Themes: Unity, Economic Integration, Boost intra-African trade
• AfCFTA is one of African Union (AU) flagship projects

• General Objectives of the AfCFTA (Art 3)
o Single liberalised market for goods & services through further 

negotiations, contribute to the movement of capital & natural persons
o Building on developments in the State Parties & RECs
o Lay the foundation for a Continental Customs Union at a later stage
o Enhance competitiveness & Promote industrial development
o Tackle overlapping membership challenges



AfCFTA Flagship 
Project of the African
Union

AfCFTA links to:

PIDA (Infrastructure)
AIDA (Industrialization)
BIAT (Boosting intra-Africa trade)
CAADP (Agriculture)
SAATM (Air transport)
Yamoussoukro Decision (Air transport)

Protocol to the Treaty establishing the AEC 
relating to free movement of persons, right of 
residence and right of establishment



The AfCFTA shall be governed by the following principles 
(Art 5)
• driven by Member States of the African Union

• RECs' Free Trade Areas (FTAs) are building blocs for the AfCFTA

• variable geometry

• flexibility and special and differential treatment; transparency and disclosure
of information

• preservation of the acquis

• Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN) Treatment

• National Treatment

• Reciprocity

• substantial liberalisation

• consensus in decision-making

• best practices in the RECs, in the State Parties and International Conventions 
binding the African Union.



The REC FTAs are building blocks of the AfCFTA

ECCAS

IGAD

CEN-SAD

AMU

ECOWAS

SADC

EAC

COMESA

Notes:      1. These 8 RECs are recognised by the Africa Union
2. Other trading arrangements eg SACU will also co-

exist with the AfCFTA
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Legal 
Compact



AfCFTA
Institutions

AfCFTA
Secretariat

Source: AfCFTA Secretariat



Technical 
Committees

Sub-
committees



Which countries 
have ratified the 
AfCFTA?

Date: May 2023



Negotiations update

DECISION ON THE REPORT OF H.E. MR. 

ISSOUFOU MAHAMADOU, FORMER PRESIDENT OF 

NIGER AND AFRICAN UNION CHAMPION ON THE 

CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (AfCFTA) 

Source: 
https://au.int/sites/default/files/decisions/42725-
Assembly_AU_Dec_839_-_865_XXXVI_E.pdf

https://au.int/sites/default/files/decisions/42725-Assembly_AU_Dec_839_-_865_XXXVI_E.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/decisions/42725-Assembly_AU_Dec_839_-_865_XXXVI_E.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/decisions/42725-Assembly_AU_Dec_839_-_865_XXXVI_E.pdf


Negotiations – request and responses on horizontal and 
specific commitments - continue

12th Committee on Trade in Services to meet 15-19 May to 
consider new and revised offers in the 5 priority sectors – for 
submission to the Council of Ministers via the Committee of 
Senior Trade Officials

Ongoing work on Frameworks for Regulatory Cooperation 
(focus currently on Financial and Communication Services –
Transport to be included next)

Tariff negotiations
“WELCOMES the submission of tariff 

offer by SACU the AfCFTA Secretariat 

and URGES the remaining 9 State 

Parties and Non-State Parties namely 

Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

Libya, Mozambique, Somalia, Sahrawi 

Republic, and Sudan to submit their Tariff 

Offers by June 2023 in order to enable 

commercially meaningful trading under 

the AfCFTA preferences which is 

inclusive of all the AU Member States.”

Rules of Origin negotiations (Clothing and 
Textiles; Automotives) continue

Trade in Services 
negotiations
48 countries have submitted services offers – initial 

offer from Tunisia, revised offers from Botswana 

and ECOWAS.



Note: AfCFTA as a Framework for Africa’s 
Industrialization

Special Economic Zones

AU Assembly:

“ADOPTS the Ministerial Regulations on 

Special Economic Arrangements/Zones 

so as to enable Goods produced in SEZs 

to be treated as originating goods” 

AfCFTA Automotive Strategy

AU Assembly: 

“WELCOMES the launch of the AfCFTA Automotive 
Strategy and the finalisation of the establishment of 
the Automotive Task Force launched by the Council 
of Ministers at their 11th Meeting and DIRECTS the 
Council of Ministers to fast-track the conclusion of 
the outstanding Rules of Origin on Automotive Sector 
and Textiles by June 2023” 



Tariff liberalization 
and continental value 
chain development:
what is in the 
exclusion lists?  

https://au-
afcfta.org/etariff/

https://au-afcfta.org/etariff/
https://au-afcfta.org/etariff/


Guided Trade 
Initiative

Launched: 7 October 2022

8 AfCFTA State Parties are trading 
select goods:

Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda
Mauritius, Tunisia

Update: 
1. Review of GTI underway
2. GTI for Trade in Services to start

Question: what is the legal 
basis for the GTI?

Ministerial Declaration



Phase 2 negotiations
AU Assembly 

“ADOPTS the Protocol on Competition Policy as recommended by the Executive Council; 

FURTHER ADOPTS the Protocol on Investment and REQUESTS the Council of Ministers to review 

Articles 19 and 21 of the Protocol on Investment to ensure alignment with domestic legal and 

constitutional requirements, taking into account historical factors of some Member States and 

submit these two articles to the Assembly in July 2023; 

ALSO ADOPTS the Protocol to the Agreement Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area 

on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR); and DIRECTS the AfCFTA Secretariat to develop the 

necessary Annexes to these respective Protocols and submit them to the relevant AfCFTA

Institutions for consideration”



Trade facilitation and elimination of NTBs

www.tradebarriers.africa

http://www.tradebarriers.africa/


AfCFTA agenda and Infrastructure

Trade Facilitation: 
Beitbridge border post



Important linkages: infrastructure, 
trade in services and trade 
facilitation

TRANSPORT SERVICES COMMUNICATION 
SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Trade
facilitation –
domestic 
governance

Services  -
regulation
matters

Infrastructure and Network Services
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